
Source: Newman & Cragg J. Nat Prod 2016, 79, 629−661. 

Percentage of drugs from natural
or synthetic sources (1981 - 2014)

0

Worldwide sales of pharmaceutical drugs
in 2017

Biologics share of global market (2017)

Percentage of global pharmaceutical market 
by USA, EU5, Japan and China

Medical (incl. surgical) errors in USA

No. of deaths from pharmaceutical drugs in 
2015 (USA only)

No. of deaths from supplements in 2015 
(USA only)

19-20%

70%

3rd leading cause of death: 

250,000 deaths pa

Year patented: 1805 
Company: Merck

Year patented: 1898 
Company: Bayer

Year patented: 1899 
Company: Bayer

all data sources hyperlinked

https://www.mdma.net/merck/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11862675
https://www.bayer.com/en/aspirin.aspx
http://www.imshealth.com/files/web/IMSH%20Institute/Reports/US_Use_of_Meds_2013/IIHI_Global_Use_of_Meds_Report_2013.pdf
http://www.imshealth.com/files/web/IMSH%20Institute/Reports/US_Use_of_Meds_2013/IIHI_Global_Use_of_Meds_Report_2013.pdf
http://www.imshealth.com/files/web/IMSH%20Institute/Reports/US_Use_of_Meds_2013/IIHI_Global_Use_of_Meds_Report_2013.pdf
http://www.bmj.com/content/353/bmj.i2139.long
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28004588
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28004588
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/acs.jnatprod.5b01055


of the world’s population
rely on traditional herbal
medicines for primary health care.80%

Source: World Health Organization

Source: ThoughtCo.

COMMON PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS BASED ON BOTANICAL EXTRACTS
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Source: Pan et al., Evidence-Based CAM 2013; 627375, 25 pp.
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