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Individual Risk: Fatalities per 1 million people exposed to risk (Log scale)!
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Societal	  vs	  Individual	  Risk	  of	  
Death	  in	  the	  United	  Kingdom	  

Food	  supplements	  *	  

Herbal	  remedies	  *	  

Lightning	  *	  

Air	  travel	  of	  any	  kind	  *	  

Drowning	  in	  a	  bath	  tub	  *	  

ElectrocuMon	  *	  
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poisoning	  
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Preventable	  
medical	  injuries	  
in	  hospitals	  

Scuba	  diving	  

	  	  	  	  	  Bicycle	  accidents	  
Workplace	  accidents	  

Farming	  acMviMes	  

Mother-‐childbirth	  

PrescripMon	  
benzodiazepine	  
poisoning	  

Adverse	  
pharmaceuMcal	  
drug	  reacMons	  

Motorcycle	  
accidents	  

	  SIDS/SUDI	  

All	  accidents	  
Alcohol	  related	  	  
Suicide	  
Accidents	  in	  homes	  
Traffic	  accidents	  

Poisoning	  due	  to	  pharmaceuMcal	  medicines	  
Food	  poisoning	  
Drowning	  

Asbestos	  
-‐Primary	  cause	  

*	  Note:	  Green	  doded	  circles	  represent	  bubbles/dots	  too	  small	  to	  print	  
v3	  

Societal	  risk	  is	  represented	  as	  the	  risk	  of	  death	  per	  million	  total	  populaMon.	  	  
Individual	  risk	  is	  represented	  as	  the	  risk	  of	  death	  per	  million	  exposed	  to	  that	  hazard.	  
Bubble	  size	  represents	  the	  relaMve	  risk	  to	  an	  individual.	  By	  way	  of	  example,	  the	  bubbles	  
represenMng	  deaths	  due	  to	  preventable	  medical	  injuries	  in	  hospitals	  and	  military	  personnel	  in	  Iraq/
Afghanistan	  are	  a	  similar	  size	  because	  the	  risk	  of	  death	  to	  a	  paMent	  in	  a	  UK	  hospital	  is	  similar	  to	  that	  
for	  a	  soldier	  deployed	  to	  a	  war	  zone.	  Medical	  injury	  poses	  a	  greater	  risk	  to	  society	  simply	  because	  
vastly	  more	  ciMzens	  are	  exposed	  to	  that	  risk	  and	  hence	  die.	  Note:	  Log	  scales.	  
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